A.   GERMANY

i.   THE POLISH PROBLEM

Evm since their incorporation within Prussia after the Con-
gress of Vienna in 1815 the Polish Provinces have presented
a prohlem to the Government whose aim it was to combat
Polonism by Germanism. With this object in view the
Prussian Government encouraged the settlement of Germans
in Posen and West Prussia. In 1872 the German language
was made the medium of instruction in the schools. In
1886 the Prussian Government established a Land Com-
mission for the purchase of land belonging to Poles and the
settlement of German colonists in their stead. A large sum
was voted for this purpose and in 1898 a further sum was
added. With the policy of land settlement cultural measures
were made more repressive. In 1900 there was a scandal
because children were beaten for refusing to repeat the Lord's
Prayer in German. In 1902 the Government decided to
pursue their Polish Policy with greater vigour and with this
object founded a German University in Posen. In 1906,
100,000 schoolchildren went on strike, refusing to answer
questions in German, and finally they refused to go to school
at all. Parents were fined and sent to prison.

The policy of colonisation was not a success. It increased
the value of land artificially and led to abuses. The landed
gentry were enabled to sell their estates at inflated prices and
buy more land cheaply. Polish land banks were established
to buy back land sold to the Germans. The result was that
the Poles acquired more land in the Settled Provinces than
they had possessed before the Settlement Law had been
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